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that Italy would not wait, and had "jumped the
claim."
This phenomenon of distrust of all European
motives needs careful consideration by anyone who
is watching world events and whose heart is set on
peace. The swing backwards and forwards of the
tides between Europe and Asia must here be taken
into account. The recession of the tide has come,
and this act of Italy in Abyssinia has done much to
accelerate the current.
For when every motive of Europe has become
more than suspect, and all the high professions,
which Europe puts forward to explain her own
aggressive conduct, are received with open laughter,
as mere hypocrisy, then Asia is no longer submissive,
but standing in moral judgment over Europe
herself.
To a remarkable degree Asia and Africa have
learnt to stand together as fellow sufferers beneath
the crushing weight of Europe's domination. There
is practically no contempt for Africans as belonging
to an inferior race, but every sympathy with them
in their sufferings under the race and colour prejudice
of Europe and America. A delegation of American
negro students from the Southern States of America
received an ovation from Indian students which
surprised all those who saw it.
A short time ago I asked an Indian friend, whose
opinion I valued, what would be the effect in the
East if Japan, at the present crisis, boldly took the
side of Abyssinia, and on her own account warned